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THE  NEED  FOR  CONGRESSIONAL  REFORM 


What's  the  matter  with  Congress? 
It  could  be  a  combination  of  secrecy, 
seniority  and  powerful  committees. 
It's  also  abdication,  restrictive  rules 
and  high  costs  of  campaigning.  In 
other  words,  it's  a  large  chunk  of  the 
system  itself.  And  you  can  help  to  do 
something  about  it. 

"Publicity  is  justly  commended  as 
a  remedy  for  social  and  industrial 
disease,"  said  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  Brandeis  in  1913,  adding  that 
"Sunlight  is  said  to  be  the  best  disin¬ 
fectant  and  electric  light  the  most 
efficient  policeman."  Sen.  Lawton 
Chiles,  Fla.,  in  August  introduced 
S3881,  a  bill  to  let  "in  the  sunshine" 
— to  open  to  the  public  all  meetings  of 
government  agencies  and  of  Congres¬ 
sional  committees,  subject  to  certain 
exemptions  such  as  national  security. 
Rep.  Bill  Frenzel's  (Minn.)  HR17136 
also  would  open  committee  meetings 
to  the  public. 

Congressional  Quarterly  reports 
that  36%  of  all  Congressional  com¬ 
mittee  meetings  and  hearings  were 
held  behind  closed  doors  in  1971,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  in  which  the  Legislative 
Reorganization  Act  of  1970 — a  main 
thrust  was  to  bring  committee  pro¬ 
ceedings  under  public  scrutiny — went 
into  effect.  The  Senate  Armed  Serv¬ 
ices  Cmte.  closed  118  of  its  150  meet¬ 
ings  last  year.  The  House  Ways  and 
Means  Cmte.  closed  69  of  its  111 
sessions. 

LARGEST  JURISDICTION 

The  Ways  and  Means  Cmte.  has  the 
largest  jurisdiction  of  any  House  com¬ 
mittee — handling  taxes.  Social  Secu¬ 
rity,  welfare,  revenue  sharing.  Medi¬ 
care  and  Medicaid,  and  foreign  trade 
and  currency  issues.  Yet  the  commit¬ 
tee  often  meets  under  very  tight  secu- 
rity.  Most  bills  from  the  committee, 
I  headed  by  Wilbur  Mills,  Ark.,  are 
I 


(Reproduced  by  permission  of  Wash.  Star-News  & 
Gib  Crockett) 

sent  to  the  floor  under  a  closed  rule, 
barring  amendments. 

Without  public  hearings  and  with 
no  advance  notice,  the  Senate  Rules 
Cmte.  Oct.  4  voted  to  exempt  corpo¬ 
rations  and  labor  unions  from  certain 
provisions  of  the  1971  campaign  re¬ 
form  law  that  just  went  into  effect 
last  April.  The  corporations-labor 
unions  measure  was  brought  to  the 
House  floor  by  the  leadership  Oct.  2 
with  no  specific  notice  to  the  members 
and  without  any  public  hearings  by 
the  House  Administration  Cmte.  (The 
bill  sailed  through  the  House,  but  was 
killed  in  the  Senate  Oct.  14  by  a  fili¬ 
buster  threat.) 

In  the  adjournment  fever  of  mid- 
October,  some  Senators  complained 
that  some  legislation  was  brought  to 
the  dorr  before  committee  reports 
wer<»  available  to  the  members;  then 
debate  was  limited  through  agreement 
among  a  few.  These  are  but  a  few  of 
the  abuses  still  found,  dispite  the  Re¬ 
organization  Act  which  was  the  first 


reform  measure  in  24  years.  Such 
abuses  force  members  to  vote  on  the 
basis  of  inadequate  information  on 
matters  affecting  millions  of  people 
and  dollars.  Such  a  "hurry-up"  was 
given  to  the  $74.4  billion  Defense 
Dept,  appropriations  bill  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Sept.  30. 

Why  do  these  abuses  occur?  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  problems  already  cited, 
there  are  several  other  factors,  includ¬ 
ing  special  interests,  and  runaway 
conference  committees.  Congress  also 
is  confronted  with  an  overload  of 
work  on  constituent  problems  and  a 
lack  of  adequate  staffs  and  machinery 
to  do  the  jobs  at  hand.  (There  is  only 
one  computer  in  the  House  and  it 
handles  payroll.  The  executive  branch 
has  4,000  computers.) 

The  seniority  system  reaches  its 
peak  in  the  committee  system.  Mem¬ 
bers  from  "safe,"  1-party  districts 
who  are  re-elected  year  after  year  gain 
powerful  jobs  as  committee  chairmen. 
This  means  that  regions  such  as  the 
south  are  over-represented  among 
heads  of  committees.  Sen.  Robert 
Packwood,  Ore.,  has  observed  that 
"those  states  where  the  two  parties 
are  more  closely  matched  politically 


YOUR  HELP  NEEDED 
If  you  feel  Congress  can  and 
should  do  more  and  do  better, 
there  is  one  way  you  can  help. 
It's  by  sending  a  donation  to 
FCNL  in  furtherance  of  its  pro¬ 
grams  to  bring  positive  change 
to  the  nation  and  the  world. 
We  attempt  to  forward  our  mu¬ 
tual  concerns  conscientiously 
and  at  bargain  prices.  Send  your 
contribution  to  FCNL  today.  See 
inside  for  handy  gift  subscrip¬ 
tion  blanks. 
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— as  New  York,  Illinois,  California 
and  Pennsylvania — have  not  held 
major  Senate  committee  chairman¬ 
ships  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  despite  their  vast  populations 
and  their  importance  to  the  nation's 
economy."  Rep.  Fred  Schwengel, 
Iowa,  says  "We  must  eliminate  the 
antiquated  seniority  system  whereby 
committee  chairmen  obtain  their  posi¬ 
tion  solely  on  the  length  of  service 
with  no  consideration  for  merit."  He 
introduced  HR16437  in  August  which 
would  require  election  of  committee 
chairmen  as  "the  first  order  of  busi¬ 
ness." 

ASKS  SPECIAL  SESSION 

What  are  some  of  the  other  answers? 
A  mandatory  retirement  age  of  70  is 
often  mentioned  for  committee  chair¬ 
men.  Rep.  Durward  Hall,  Mo.,  who 
is  retiring  this  year,  introduced  H.J. 
Res.  1107  to  amend  the  Constitution 
to  limit  Representatives'  terms  to  six 
and  Senators'  to  two.  Sens.  Charles 
Mathias,  Md.,  and  Fred  Harris,  Okla., 
would  require  that  the  full  Senate 
vote  separately  on  each  nominee  for 
a  committee  chairmanship.  Ralph 
Nader  has  called  for  a  special  session 
to  deal  with  secrecy,  staff,  public  dis¬ 
closure  and  the  problem  of  how  to 
reassert  the  constitutional  role  of 
Congress. 

Congress  has  been  abdicating  many 
of  its  functions  in  favor  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch,  yet  the  "power  of  the 
purse"  gives  Congress  perhaps  its 
best  lever  for  controlling  the  direction 
of  national  policy  and  checking  the 
executive  department. 

However,  the  House  Oct.  10  voted 
215-167  to  give  the  President  power 
to  cut  spending  where  he  chooses 
within  a  fiscal  1973  limit  of  $250  bil¬ 
lion — a  further  abdication  of  Con¬ 
gressional  powers.  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Mike  Mansfield  said  that  if 
the  proposed  ceiling  were  enacted  into 
law,  "You  might  as  well  abolish  the 
Congress."  (The  Senate  Oct.  17  re¬ 
jected  a  proposed  compromise  and 
killed  the  $250  billion  ceiling.) 

The  administration  had  refused  to 
tell  Congress  in  advance  which  pro¬ 
grams  the  President  would  reduce  and 
by  how  much.  This  leads  to  still  an¬ 
other  problem  facing  Congress — ex¬ 
ecutive  secrecy.  White  House  staff 
members  refuse  to  testify  before  Con¬ 
gress.  Labeling  documents  confiden¬ 
tial,  secret  or  top  secret  keeps  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  public.  Rep.  William 
Moorhead,  Pa.,  who  introduced  HR 


15172  to  strip  the  President  of  his 
power  to  keep  government  informa¬ 
tion  from  Congress  and  the  public, 
said  the  entire  secrecy  system  rests  on 
implied  powers  assumed  by  the  execu¬ 
tive  branch  since  the  early  days  of  this 
country.  The  House  Foreign  Opera¬ 
tions  Subcmte.  staff  says  the  cost  to 
the  taxpayers  of  government  secret¬ 
keeping  runs  an  estimated  $60  million 
to  $80  million  a  year.  Reps.  Ogden 
Reid,  N.  Y.,  and  John  Moss,  Calif., 
introduced  HR15006  to  require  dis¬ 
closure  of  information,  upon  request, 
to  Congress  by  the  executive  branch. 

What  are  some  of  the  other  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  Congress  itself? 

•  Party  caucuses.  These  are  even 
more  secret  than  committees.  All 
meetings  are  closed.  Caucus  votes  are 
not  revealed,  yet  caucuses  decide 
many  questions  of  crucial  importance 
to  the  public.  Among  other  matters, 
caucuses  choose  the  party  leadership. 

•  House-Senate  conference  commit¬ 
tees  (to  work  out  differences  between 
versions  of  a  bill)  are  closed  to  the 
public,  the  press  and  other  members 
of  Congress.  Conferees  are  the  senior 
members  of  the  respective  committees 
and  frequently  don't  represent  the 
position  of  their  houses.  Former  Sen. 
Albert  Gore,  Tenn.,  has  suggested 
having  the  slate  of  conferees  voted  on 
by  the  full  membership  of  each  house. 
Rep.  Claude  Pepper's  (Fla.)  H.  Res. 
1089  would  open  conference  commit¬ 
tees  meetings  to  the  public. 

•  Prospects  are  that  campaign  spend¬ 
ing  in  this  year's  elections  will  total 
$400  million  to  $500  million.  That 
means  many  members  of  Congress 
must  cater  to  special  interests  who 


give  large  donations  to  campaigns. 
Columnist  Milton  Viorst  says  "The 
current  campaign,  I  think,  confirms 
the  contention  that  we  cannot  expect 
to  have  a  healthy  government  until 
we  divorce  our  candidates  from  self- 
interested  contributors.  Maybe  the 
best  way  to  do  it  is  to  allow  no  gift  to 
exceed  $25  or  $50.  A  better  way 
would  be  to  finance  all  federal  cam¬ 
paigns  through  the  federal  treasury. 
It  would  be  costly  in  election  years — 
but  in  the  long  run  it  would  save  the 
public  money." 

What  are  some  of  the  other  possible 
solutions? 

•  FCNL,  in  its  Statement  of  Legisla¬ 
tive  Policy,  advocates  limitation  of  the 
size  of  private  contributions;  an  effec¬ 
tive,  independent  enforcement  agency, 
and  full  and  timely  disclosure  of  ex¬ 
penditures.  The  statement  also  says 
Congress  should  limit  the  right  of 
committees  to  prevent  Congress  from 
voting  on  major  legislative  proposals. 

•  The  Committee  for  Congressional 
Reform,  a  coalition  of  religious  and 
other  groups  of  which  FCNL  is  a 
participant,  has  called  for  open  meet¬ 
ings  of  Congressional  committees; 
recording  and  public  disclosure  of  key 
votes  in  committee,  on  the  floor  and 
in  caucus,  and  selection  of  committee 
leadership  by  recorded  vote  on  the 
basis  of  "ability,  fairness  and  sensi¬ 
tivity  to  national  needs  rather  than 
solely  on  the  basis  of  seniority." 

•  Sen.  Robert  Stafford,  Vt.,  (in 
S3773)  and  Rep.  Melvin  Price,  Ill.,  (in 
HR11453)  seek  disclosure  of  activities 
and  origin  and  use  of  funds  by 
lobbyists. 

What  are  other  signe  of  hope? 

•  The  Reorganization  act  paved  the 
way  for  electronic  voting  in  the  House 
with  the  system  scheduled  for  use  in 
January,  eliminating  lengthy  votes 
and  quorum  calls. 

•  Winds  of  change  are  slowly  blow¬ 
ing  across  Congress,  e.g.  the  House 
Democratic  Caucus  action  last  spring 
that  called  on  the  Foreign  Affairs 
Cmte.  to  prepare  legislation  providing 
for  a  prompt  termination  of  U.S.  in¬ 
volvement  in  Vietnam,  subject  to  re¬ 
lease  of  prisoners. 

•  An  unusually  large  number  of  sen¬ 
ior  Representatives  are  leaving  this 
year,  voluntarily  or  otherwise.  At  last 
count,  57  members  were  not  returning 
in  1973,  including  six  committee  chair¬ 
men.  At  least  seven  Senators,  includ¬ 
ing  two  committee  chairmen,  also 
won't  be  back. 
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The  Adjournment  Rush — Busing,  Military,  UN,  Civil  Liberties 


In  the  hectic  final  days  and  weeks  of 
the  92d  Congress,  here  is  what  hap¬ 
pened  on  some  priority  legislation: 

•  Foes  of  busing  for  school  desegre¬ 
gation  lost  a  third  bid  Oct.  12  to  limit 
debate  in  the  Senate  on  a  House- 
passed  antibusing  bill  (HR13915), 
thus  killing  such  legislation  this  ses¬ 
sion.  (Send  20^  for  FCNL's  paper  on 
"To  B-U-S,  or  Not  to  B-U-S?  That 
should  not  'Be'  the  Question.") 

•  A  landmark  $30.2  billion,  5-year 
revenue-sharing  bill  (HR14370)  went 
to  the  President  Oct.  13  providing 
$2.65  billion  to  state  and  local  gov¬ 
ernments  for  the  period  from  Jan.  1 
to  June  30  this  year.  But  the  measure 
limits  to  $2.5  billion  annually  the 
amount  for  "social  services"  programs 
ranging  from  day  care  for  children  to 
assistance  for  the  elderly.  Many  states 
would  lose  funds  for  these  programs. 

•  The  House  Rules  Cmte.  Sept.  27 
refused  to  send  the  wide-ranging  and 
controversial  $10.6  billion  omnibus 
housing  bill  (HR16704)  to  the  floor 
for  action.  FCNL  felt  the  bill  dis¬ 
criminated  against  people  on  welfare 
and  against  those  in  public  housing. 

•  Congress  sent  to  the  President  Oct. 
17  a  $6  billion  welfare-social  security 
bill  (HRl),  stripped  of  guaranteed  an¬ 
nual  income  provisions  but  providing 
for  federalization  in  1974  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  federal-state  welfare  system  for 
the  aged,  blind  and  disabled  poor.  The 
bill  became  primarily  a  Social  Security 
measure  providing  increased  benefits 
for  the  aged,  blind  and  disabled.  Killed 
were  provisions  for  any  structural 
reform  of  the  basic  welfare  programs 
for  families  with  minor  dependent 
children. 

•  The  House  Oct.  3  refused  for  a 
second  time  to  send  to  conference  a 
bill  (HR7130)  increasing  the  federal 
minimum  wage  for  millions  of  work¬ 
ers,  killing  the  bill  for  this  year. 

•  Congress  Sept.  5  cleared  for  the 
President  a  bill  (HRl 2350)  extending 
the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 
(OEO)  through  fiscal  1974  and  au¬ 
thorizing  $4.75  billion  over  two  years 
for  anti-poverty  programs.  But  the 
final  version  deleted  a  provision, 
originally  approved  by  both  houses, 
establishing  an  independent  National 
Legal  Services  Corporation. 


•  A  $30.5  billion  appropriation  bill 
(HR16654)  for  the  Labor  and  the 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Depts. 
went  to  the  President  Oct.  14,  chal¬ 
lenging  a  second  veto.  But  the  bill 
permitted  the  chief  executive  to  cut 
the  appropriations  to  $29.3  billion,  or 
$500  million  more  than  he  requested. 

•  Sent  to  the  White  House  Oct.  13 
was  a  $74.4  billion  Defense  Dept, 
appropriations  bill  (HR16593),  the 
largest  since  World  War  11.  The  bill 
funds  an  array  of  weapons  programs, 
including  work  on  the  Trident  missile 
submarine,  a  fourth  nuclear  aircraft 
carrier  and  the  B-1  bomber.  An 
amendment  by  Sen.  Philip  Hart, 
Mich.,  to  reduce  overall  appropria¬ 
tions  by  5%  or  by  about  $3.7  billion, 
was  defeated  in  the  Senate  28-46 
Oct.  2. 

•  Both  houses  Oct.  12  approved  HR 
16754,  a  $2.3  billion  military  con¬ 
struction  bill  for  facilities  in  the  U.S. 
and  abroad.  The  measure  included 
funds  for  initial  construction  of  a  port 
facility  for  the  Trident  submarine. 

•  The  Senate  Oct.  2  (26-55)  defeated 
an  amendment  by  Sen.  William  Prox- 
mire,  Wis.,  to  ban  funds  for  U.S. 
bombing  in  Southeast  Asia.  Absence 
of  several  anti-war  senators  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  Senate's  Sept.  26  killing, 
45-42,  of  a  move  by  Sen.  Edward 
Brooke,  Mass.,  to  cut  off  funds  for 
U.S.  forces  in  the  Indochina  war.  (The 
Senate  Appropriations  Cmte.  esti¬ 
mates  that  the  full  costs  of  U.S.  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Indochina  war  in 
fiscal  1973  will  be  $7  billion.) 

•  Conferees  of  the  House  and  Senate 
compromised  Oct.  17  on  a  stop-gap 
resolution  continuing  appropriations 
for  the  foreign  military  aid  program 
at  an  annual  rate  of  $1.6  billion  until 
Feb.  28.  The  administration  had  re¬ 
quested  $2.2  billion  for  fiscal  1973. 
Disagreement  came  because  of  a  dead¬ 
lock  in  the  regular  foreign  military  aid 
authorization  bill  (HR16029)  over  a 
Senate  provision  requiring  the  Azores 
base  agreement  with  Portugal  and  all 
future  military  base  agreements  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  approval. 

•  The  State- Justice-Commerce  Ap¬ 
propriations  bill  (HR14989)  provided 
$176.2  million  for  international  orga¬ 
nizations.  Conferees  Oct.  11  agreed 
to  a  Senate  provision  continuing  the 


U.S.  share  of  payments  to  the  United 
Nations  at  the  present  31%  of  the 
total  UN  budget  until  the  end  of 
1973,  instead  of  cutting  back  to  25% 
at  the  end  of  this  year  as  the  House 
had  voted. 

•  Action  was  blocked  in  the  Senate 
Oct.  5  on  the  25-year-old  treaty  to 
label  genocide — the  destruction  of 
racial,  ethnic  or  religious  groups — as 
an  international  crime. 

•  Chances  for  passage  of  gun  control 
legislation  through  the  House  this 
year  ended  Sept.  26  when  the  Judici¬ 
ary  Cmte.  set  aside  the  Senate-passed 
bill  (S2507)  that  banned  the  sale  of 
cheap,  domestically  produced  hand¬ 
guns,  commonly  called  "Saturday 
night  specials."  Handguns  such  as 
these  were  believed  responsible  for 
about  half  the  murders  in  the  U.S. 

•  In  one  of  the  major  civil  liberties 
victories  of  the  year,  the  House  Oct. 
2  turned  back  a  bill  (HR16742)  that 
would  have  given  the  President  power 
to  restrict  travel  of  U.S.  persons  to 
North  Vietnam.  The  230-140  vote 
was  18  short  of  the  necessary  two- 
thirds  majority. 


SEND  A  GIFT  SUBSCRIPTION 


•  Provide  the  informative 
FCNL  Washington  Newsletter 
to  friends  and  relatives.  See 
the  handy  foldout  blanks. 


•  We'll  check  to  see  if  recipi¬ 
ents  are  already  subscribers. 


•  Congress  completed  action  Oct.  13 
on  HRl 4989,  a  bill  that  includes 
$350,000  for  the  controversial  Sub¬ 
versive  Activities  Control  Board 
(SACB),  but  bars  the  board  from 
undertaking  any  new  functions  as¬ 
signed  by  the  President,  thereby  leav¬ 
ing  it  without  any  functions  at  all. 

•  The  Deep  Seabed  Hard  Mineral 
Resources  Bill  (S2801,  HR13904)  died 
in  the  Senate  Interior  and  the  House 
Merchant  Marine  Cmtes.,  but  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  re-introduced  in  the  next 
session.  Critics  see  the  measure  as  an 
attempt  by  corporations  to  grab  the 
mineral  wealth  of  the  oceans.  Miriam 
Levering  of  the  Save  Our  Seas  pro¬ 
gram  at  FCNL  says  letters  should  be 
sent  directly  to  the  President  opposing 
S2801. 
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ALL  REGULAR  SUBSCRIBERS: 


PLEASE  CUP  THE  COUPONS  BELOW  AND  RETURN  THEM  TO  US  AT  PCNL,  245  2nd  STREET,  N.E., 
WASHINGTON,  0.  C.  20002— WITH  $5.00  (Or  more)  FOR  EACH  SUBSCRIPTION. 


Dear: 


As  a  faithful  reader  of  the  Quakerdrispired  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  I  have  come  to  depend  on  it  as  one 
reliable  source  for  legislative  news  of  important  issues  that  affect  peace  and 
justice  in  our  time. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  would  appreciate  this  experience  as  much  as  I  do. 
Therefore,  you  will  receive  the  next  eleven  issues  (a  year's  subscription)  as  a 
gift  from  me. 

SEASONS  GREETINGS  □ 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  □  ANNIVERSARY  □ 
JUST  BECAUSE  □ 


N«m«  of  Sondtr 


Dear: 


As  a  faithful  reader  of  the  Quaker-inspired  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  I  have  come  to  depend  on  it  as  one 
reliable  source  for  legislative  news  of  important  issues  that  affect  peace  and 
justice  in  our  time. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  would  appreciate  this  experience  as  much  as  I  do. 
Therefore,  you  will  receive  the  next  eleven  issues  (a  year's  subscription)  as  a 
gift  from  me. 

SEASONS  GREETINGS  □ 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  □  ANNIVERSARY  □ 
JUST  BECAUSE  □ 


Nam*  of  Sandar 


Dear: 


As  a  faithful  reader  of  the  Quaker-inspired  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  I  have  come  to  depend  on  it  as  one 
reliable  source  for  legislative  news  of  important  issues  that  affect  peace  and 
justice  in  our  time. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  would  appreciate  this  experience  as  much  as  I  do. 
Therefore,  you  will  receive  the  next  eleven  issues  (a  year's  subscription)  as  a 
gift  from  me. 

SEASONS  GREETINGS  □ 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  □  ANNIVERSARY  □ 
JUST  BECAUSE  □ 
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'H'axation  and  The  Distribution  of 
Wealth  and  Income/'  a  proposed 
policy  statement,  will  be  discussed  at 
a  hearing  Jan.  26  during  the  FCNL 
Annual  Meeting  at  the  National  4-H 
Center,  Wash,,  D.  C.  Write  to  FCNL 
for  a  discussion  draft  (30^). 

The  FCNL  Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  25- 
28,  begins  with  a  joint  session  with 
a  Quaker  Leadership  Seminar  at  Wm. 
Penn  House  on  "The  Future  of  South¬ 
east  Asia."  Write  to  Wm.  Penn 
House,  515  E.  Capitol,  Wash.,  D.  C., 
for  information  on  the  seminar  plus 
another  on  "The  Politics  of  Ecology," 
Dec.  3-6. 

An  FCNL  Agricultural  Seminar, 
Nov.  27-30  at  Rock  Springs  4-H 
Ranch  south  of  Junction  City,  Kan., 
will  discuss  the  relationship  of  the 
U.S.  farmer  to  the  world  scene.  Write 
to  FCNL  or  to  Irving  Smith,  What 
Cheer,  Iowa  50268. 

Thirtieth  Anniversary  plans  are 
busily  being  prepared  by  the  FCNL. 
It  was  back  in  1943  that  the  Commit¬ 
tee  began  with  a  staff  of  three  in 
the  Florida  Avenue  Friends  Meeting 
House  in  Washington.  Now  three 
locations  later,  the  FCNL  has  a  staff 
of  about  20. 

The  Annual  FCNL  Fall  Conference, 

Sept.  22-24  at  the  Quaker  Lake  Con¬ 
ference  Center  in  North  Carolina 
featured  talks  by  former  Rep.  Brooks 
Hays,  Ark.,  and  Rep.  Richardson 
Preyer,  N.  C.  Both  emphasized  the 
importance  of  the  "public  sentiment" 
affecting  actions  by  those  in  Con¬ 
gress.  About  200  persons  from  15 
states  attended. 


Frances  Neely,  the  FCNL's  expert 
in  the  field  of  military  appropriations, 
has  rejoined  the  staff  after  a  year's 
leave.  Nick  Block,  former  pastor. 
Second  Friends  Church,  Indianapolis, 
has  been  named  FCNL  Administrative 
Secretary.  The  staff  is  augmented  by 
research  interns  Becky  Mullin,  Brook- 
ville,  Ind.;  William  McDevitt,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J.,  and  Frank  Cadwell,  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

The  August-September  Newsletter 

comparing  the  major  presidential 
candidates  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
FCNL  materials  ever  produced.  It  was 
in  its  sixth  printing  in  mid-October 
with  more  orders  coming  in. 

Establishment  of  FCNL  contacts 
in  every  Friends  Meeting  and  Church 
in  the  nation  has  been  set  forth  as  a 
Committee  goal. 


"Report  on  Indian  Legislation," 

edited  by  FCNL's  Jeff  Robertson,  says 
that  HR7093,  the  Osage  bill,  would 
distribute  money  from  land  compen¬ 
sation  to  holders  of  head-rights  in  the 
Osage  Tribal  Council,  many  of  whom 
are  not  Indians.  The  House-passed 
bill  was  approved  by  the  Senate  with¬ 
out  amendment  Oct.  14  and  was  sent 
to  the  President. 

Recent  and  readable:  "The  Death 
of  the  Army,"  a  "Pre-Mortem"  by  Lt. 
Col.  Edward  King  (Ret.),  244pp,  Sat¬ 
urday  Review  Press,  $6.95.  Raises 
penetrating  questions  about  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Army  and  the  motivation 
of  its  officer  corps. 

Cerr*ction:  In  the  October  Newsletter,  “Key 
Votes  Listed”,  Page  3,  Footnote  No.  3,  It  should 
read:  Edwin  Edwards  won  election  as  governor  of 
Louisiana,  had  not  been  replaced  in  the  House. 
(He  since  has  been  succeeded  by  John  B.  Breaux). 
On  Page  4,  Rep.  Ogden  Reid,  N.Y.,  is  a  Democrat. 
He  changed  party  affiliation  during  the  year.  Page  6, 
in  masthead,  please  add  to  list  of  contributors,  James 
McAdams  a  summer  volunteer  from  Cincinnati,  O.). 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  of  the  28 
Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  10 
other  Friends  organizations  in  the 
United  States.  Expressions  of  views 
in  the  FCNL  Washington  Newesletter 
are  guided  by  the  Statement  of 
Policy  prepared  and  approved  by 
the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow 
the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL 
speaks  for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER.  Editor:  Paul  Brink.  Contrib¬ 
utors:  Edward  F.  Snyder,  William 
Lunsford,  Frances  Neely,  Niek 
Block,  Helen  Alexander.  245  Second 
St.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  20002. 
Subscription  $5.(K)  per  year  ($8.00 
air  mail  outside  U.S. )  Single  copies 
50^.  Published  monthly  except 
August-September,  when  it  is  com¬ 
bined.  Second  class  postage  paid  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 


FCNL  CONTACT  PROGRAM 

Additional  information  and  peri¬ 
odic  updating  on  legislation  of 
particular  interest  are  provided 
to  Newsletter  subscribers  who 
work  in  their  own  Congressional 
District  to  develop  and  maintain 
a  network  of  active  people. 

Will  you  be  a  Key  Contact  for 
FCNL?  For  further  information 
check  here  □  and  return  to 
FCNL  with  your  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  at  right. 
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